
Rel St 145a -- Introduction to the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible
Midterm Exam Review Sheet

The midterm exam will consist of three sections to be completed in one hour.  
Sections 1 and 2 will be administered in sections during the week of October 16 

(different versions for each section meeting).  20 minutes of section time will be allotted to 
this component of the exam.

Section 3 will be done on a take-home basis on the honor system.  Allot yourselves 
30 minutes in a quiet spot to write an essay in response to one of the questions without the 
aid of notes, books or Bible.  Simulate an in-class exam situation.  The essay questions will 
be uploaded to the course website and e-mailed to students on Monday, October 16th at 6 
p.m..  Please return the essay by e-mail to your TF by the deadline listed on the exam (you 
will be given a 24 hour period).

NOTE: STUDENTS IN THE WRITING REQUIREMENT SECTION ARE 
EXEMPT FROM SECTION 3 OF THE MIDTERM.  ON-GOING WRITING 
ASSIGNMENTS SERVE AS ASSESSMENT TOOLS IN PLACE OF THE MID-
TERM ESSAY.

A fuller description of each component of the exam appears below.

Section 1 will ask you to identify the speaker in a number of biblical passages.  If you have 
been keeping up with the assigned readings of biblical text, this should not be difficult.  

Section 2 contains short identifications.  You will be asked to identify and explain the 
importance of a number of terms and names in 2-3 sentences or sentence fragments.  
NOTE:  do not exceed 2-3 informative sentences.  These are not paragraph answers and 
longer answers do not earn more points.  

The identifications will be drawn from the following list:
Baal, covenant, decalogue, documentary hypothesis, El, Enkidu, Enuma Elish, 

Esau, form criticism, Gilgamesh, Horeb, Hyksos, Merneptah, JEPD, impurity, Marduk, 
Mosaic covenant, Noahide covenant, Passover, patriarchal covenant, Sinai, Sodom, source 
criticism, Tiamat, tree of life, Wellhausen, William F. Albright

Section 3 is an essay question.  Here you should strive to give as full an answer as is 
possible in the time allotted (40 minutes) – WITHOUT flowery prose or lengthy 
introductions.  The goal is substance not style, so keep it streamlined and to the point.  
Imagine that you are in a regular exam room environment – you are not to consult notes, 
look up or quote texts, or cite page numbers in articles you have read.  You are merely to 
answer the question asked in a full and informative essay as you would do in an in-class 
midterm.  The essay choices will focus on the major themes of the course to date.  Thus 
questions will be formulated in such a way as to allow you to discuss such topics as

a. The indebtedness of Israelite culture and religion to Ancient Near Eastern culture 
and religion 



b. Models for understanding the emergence of Israelite culture and religion
c. Modern critical approaches to the study of the Bible
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