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•! Solar and wind renewable resources offer significantly 
larger total energy potential than do other domestic 
renewable resources. "

•! Solar intensity varies across the nation, the land-based 
solar resource exceeds, by several thousand-fold, present 
annual U.S. electrical energy demand."

•! Wind is capable of providing at least 10 percent to 20 
percent, and in some regions potentially higher 
percentages, of current electrical energy demand. "
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Actual annual installations exceed 20% Wind 
Scenario projections

*Source: AWEA, 2009

Annual GW Installed

2007 installations: 

5,329 MW*

2008 installations:

8,545 MW*
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Capacity additions in 20% Scenario

2009 projected 

installations: over 

5,000 MW*
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Total area 
required:  

15 million acres

Anchorage, AK

1,961 mi2

While land requirements are extensive, actual 
footprint is small (allowing for multiple land uses)

Actual footprint only 

2-5% of area, 

~ 618,000 acres: 
slightly less than area 

of Rhode Island or 

half the size of 
Anchorage, Alaska
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